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ADVERTISEMENT, 


As the following letter exhibits the courkge which true 


liberty inſpires, and the order which true dignity 


maintains; by ſetting before the reader, the manly and or- 
derly manner in which the Volunteers of Belfaſt, &c. con- 
ducted themſelves : It has been thought expedient to pub- 
liſh it here, to increaſe the ſacred flame of liberty, which 
now manifeſts itſelf with conſiderable ſtrength and bright- 
neſs, among, almoſt, all ranks of men. 


It is not to be expected that the ideas of all the friends 


of Reform ſhould be exactly the ſame on that intereſting 
ſabje&, or that the reſolutions of different Societies ſhould 
all be expreſſed in the ſame manner; bur theſe differences 


by a proper management, may ſerve very valuable purpoſes, 


in mutually ſupplying the defects, and correcting the ex- 
ceſſes of cach other. By a mutual and friendly correſpon- 
Gence, therefore, among ail the friends of the people, the 
ſcience of goveroment may be ſo improved and perfected, 


as to have no jarring principles, which mult ever diſturb, 


if not deſiroy, the peace of ſociety. But the peace of ſo ; 
ciety will be preſerved inviolate, when government em- 
breces the intereſt of every individual; and this it will do, 
en that plan is followed, which is ordained by © the 
at Governor of the Univerſe, who alone knows to 
et Cepries of earthly happineſs mankind may attain, by 
* 1.4: ting the Arts of Government. Thus the Conſli- 
tuting Ajſembiy of Fenſ;lvania expreſſed themſelves, 
when framing ene of the beft Conpituticas in America, 
F'oat cvery pernicious and unprofitatie pranch of govern- 
dent be ;opped off, that deſpotiim may ſink in oblivion, and 
tat a government of Righteouſneſs and Peace may reign 
urcbgb the whole worid, is the ſincere deſire of 


— 


A F&END TO THE PEOPLE 


3 et if ao £4 


5. 2 Yd * hs 


4 — = 0 
— U r — ———_— = » 
7 


BELFAST REVIEW 


AND 


— FP 1 
a 8 2 


CELEBRATION OF THE 


FRENCH REVOLUTION. 


= ——=—=—_———— EE LEED — — 


DEAR FRIEND, 


| Ir can hardly be expected, that it: 

the limits of a letter, I can give a finiſhed detail of the va- 
rious and intereſting ſpectacles of the day, but an endea- 
vour to give che earlieſt and molt extenſive account, wilt 
in ſome meaſure plead excuſe for any accidental or trivial 
omiſſion, ſhould any occur. | 

THIS day, which forms an illuſtrious æra in the hiſto- 
ry of man, and of nations, as having given birth to effects 
the molt important to ſociety, and to human nature the 
moſt beneficial: TO WHICH A WORLD SHOULD 
PAY HOMAGE, and to which a large majority of the 
inhebitants of every enlightened country in Europe have 
teſtified their approbation and reſpec; this day the period 
of calculation for the emancipation of mankind, from the 
trammels of Juperſtition and corrupt power ; — this 
day dear to every heart that has once felt the dignify- 
ing throb of LIBERTY, and pleaſing to every mind that 
bas been lifted above the debaſement of Tyraniy and | 
Deſpotiſm, by a love of JusTicz and Vigtee : — tis 
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u us manner the proceſſion paſſed through the princi- 
pai ilreets in the town, and proceeded to Linen Hall- 
iireet, where the whole fired three feu de joys, and then 
entered the White Linen Hall, where a chair was raiſed 
in the centre of the arca,. owed which the Volunteers and 
principal inhabitants aſſembled, to the amount of Pony „ 
$000, at leaſt: 
JOHN CRAWFORD, Eſq; 11 GzNERAL ; 
Having been called to prefide— 
Mr. Sinclair aroſe, He ſaid he was deputed to pro- 
poſe two Addreſſes to the aſſembly for their conſideration 


—one to the National Aſſembly of France, the other to 


the people of Ireland; theſe addreſies had been prepared 
dy ſelect Committees of the Volunteer Delegates of Bel - 

al, and had afterwards received the aſſent of ſaid Dele- 
gates infamous calumnies he ſaid, had gone abroad re- 
lative to them, which had been induſtriouſly circulated by 
intereſted men, but which he would not take up the time of 
the Aſſembly to refute ; the papers themſelves, when read, 
019 fave him that trouble, and he would venture to ſay, 
there was not an individual prefent, who claimed the no- 
ble title of a Fre£man, that would heſitate in giving his 
approbation. He then read the following Addreſs to the 
National Aſſembly of France, which was unanimouſly a- 
greed to. | 


TO THE 

NATIONAL. ASSEMBLY OF FRANCE, 

IT is not from vanity or ofteatation, that we, the Ci - 
tizens of Belfaſt, and Citizen Soldiers of that Town and 
Neighbourhood, take the liberty of addreſſing the Repre- 
ſentative Majeſty of the French People. — We addreſs you, 
with the rational reſpe& due to a title elevated far above 
all ſervile and idolatrous adulation, and with that affec- 
tionate fraternity of heart, which ought to unite man to 
man, in a mutual and inſeparable union of intereſts, of 
duties and of rights; which ought to unite Nation with 
Nation, into one great republic of the World, | 
On « day, ſanctiſied as this bas been, by a declaration * 


8 a DIS 
„ 
# 
. e PA : 


” 


oh ed ä 


the Me * . 
. 7 5 EC 
EE ts ME 


-- 
2 


4 5.9 


—— 
OSS 4 


8 * 
human rights, the Germ of fo much good to mankind, 
we nieet with joy togethergand wiſh well to France, to 
her National aſſembly, to Er People, to her Armies, and 
to her King. | 
May you, LecrSLators, maintain, by the indefatiga- 
ble ſpirit of liberty, that conſtitution which has been plan - 
ned by the wiſdom of your predeceſſors, and never may 
you weary in the work you have undertaken, until you 
can proclaim with triumphant ſecurity, It is finiſhed 7 


Manifeſt to an attentive and progreſſive world, that it is 


not the phrenzy of philoſophy, nor the fever of wild and 
precarious liberty, which could produce. ſuch continued 
agitation, but that imperiſhable ſpirit of freedom alone, 
which always exiſts in the heart of man, which now 
animates the heart of Europe, and which in the event, 
will communicate its energy throughout the world, invin- 
cidle and immortal! | | 
We rejoice in the ſincerity of our ſouls, that this crea- 
tive ſpirit animates the whole maſs of mind in France. 
We auſpicate happineſs and glory to the human race, from 
every great event which. calls into activity the whole vi- 
gour of the whole community; amplifies ſo largely, the 
field of enterpriz2 and improvement, and gives free ſcope 
to the univerſal ſoul of the Empire. We truſt that you. 
will never ſubmit the liberties of France to any other gua- 
rantees than God, and the right hands of the People. 
The Power that preſumes to modify or to arbitrate with 
reſpect to a conſtitution adopted by the people, is an U- 
ſurper and a Deſpot, whether it be the meanelt of the 
mob, or the Ruler of Empires, and if you condeſcend to 
negociate the alteration of a ſingle comma in your conſtitu- 
tional Code, France from that moment is a ſlave. Impu- 
dent Deſpots ot Europe ! Is it not enough to cruſh human 
nature beneath your feet at home, that you thus come a- 
broad to diſturb the domeſtic ſeitlement of the nations a- 
round you, and put in motion your armies, thoſe enormous 
maſſes of human machinery, to bear down every attempt 
tat man makes for his own happineſs? It is high time 
do tua theſe dreadful engines aguin{ their inventors, and, 
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organized as they have hitherto been, for the miſery of 
mankind, to make them 79w the inſtruments of its glory 
and its renovation. ST: a n F095 
| Succeſs therefore, attend the Ak MiEs of France! 

May your ſoldiers, with whom war is not a trade, but 
a duty, remember that they do not fight merely for them- 
ſelves, but that they are the advance-guard of the world : 
nor let them imagine that the event of the war is uncer- 
tain, A ſingle battle may be precarious, not fo a few 
campaigns— There is an Omnipotence in a righteous 
cauſe, which maſters the pretended mutability of human 
affairs, and fixes the ſuppoſed inconſiſtency of fortune. 
If you will be free, you musT ; there is not a chance that 
one million of reſolute men can be enſlaved 3 no Pow- 
er on earth is able to do it; and will the God of Juſtice 
and of Mercy ? Soldiers! there is ſomething that fights 
for you even in the hearts of your enemies. The native 
energies of humanity, riſe up in voluntary array againſt ty- 
rannical and prepoſterous prejudice, and all the lite ca- 
bals of the heart, give way to the feelings of nature, of 
country and of kind. | 

Freedom and proſperity to the PropLe of France ! 
We think that fuch revolutions as they have accompliſhed, 
are ſo far from being out of the order of ſociety, that they 
ſprung inevitably from the nature of man and the progreſ- 
ſion of reaſon ; what is imperfect, he has the power to 
improve; what he has created, he has a right to deſtroy, 
It is a raſh oppoſition to the irreſiſtable will of the public, 
that in ſome inſtances has maddened a diſpoſition, others 
wiſe mild and magnanimous, turned energy into ferocity, 
and the generous and gallant ſpirit of the French into fury 
and vengeance. We truſt that every effort they now 
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withſtand every attempt to eſtrange him from the Nation; 


to make him an exile in the midſt of France, and to pre- 
vent him from indentifying himſelf as a Magiſtrate with 


the Conſtitution, and as a Frenchman with the People. 


We beſeech you all as Men, as Legiſlators, as Citi- 
zens, and as Soldiers, in this your great conflict for liber- 
ty for France, and for the world, to deſpiſe all earthly 
danger, to look up to Gop, and to connect your Coun- 
cils, your Arms, aud your Empire to his Throne, with a 
chain of union, fortitude, perſeverance, morality and 
religion. | 

We conclude, with this fervent prayer : That as the 
Almighty is diſperſing the political clouds which have hi- 
therto darkened our hemiſphere, all Nations may uſe the 
light of Heaven: that, as in the latter age, the Creator 
is unfolding in his creatures, powers which had lain la- 
tent—they may exert them in the eſtabliſhment of univer- 
ſal freedom, harmony and peace: may thoſe who are free, 
never be ſlaves; may theſe who are ſlaves, be ſpeedily 
free. | 


Mr. Sinclair next propoſed the following Addreſs 
TO THE PEOPLE OF, IRELAND. 


WE, the Volunteers and other Inhabitants of the 
town and neighbourhood of Belfaſt, afſembled to come 
memorate this great day, embrace with earneſtneſs the 
opportunity which it affords, at once to expreſs our zeal 
and affection for the cauſe of liberty in France, and our 
undiſguiſed opinions of ſubjects on the laſt importance to 
our native land, 

Trained from our infancy in a love of Freedom, and an 
abhorrence of Tyranny, we congratulate our brethren of 


France and ourſelves, that the infamous conſpiracy of 


Slaves and Deſpots, againſt the happineſs and glory of that 
admired and reſpected nation, and againſt the common 


rights of Man, has hitherto proved abortive. 
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magalfcent object by the accidental tumults or momen- 
tary ebullitions of popular fury. We will not eſtimate 
the wiſdon cf her legiſlators by the tranſporis of a mob; 
nor the fpirit of her armies by the cowardice of a regi» 
ment; nor the patriotiſm of her people by the treachery of 
individuals; nor the joſtice of her cauſe by the nunibers 
of her enemies. We judge with other views and on o- 
ther principles.— We fee with admiration, France ex- 
tending the land-marks of human knowledge in the great 
art of government, and opening to the world new ſyſtems 
of policy and of juſtice. We ſee her renounce all wars 
on the principle of conqueſt. We ſee her propoſe an un- 
rverſal brotherhood and an eternal peace among the na- 
tions. We ſee her even now, when forced into arms and 
bloodſhed by the unjuſt and unprincipled machinations 
of her enemies, ſeparating, as far as poſſible, the innocent 
ſubjects from the guiſty deſpot; reſpecting amidſt the hor- 
rors of war, the property of individuals, and exempting 
from interruption the peaceful traffic of the merchant. It 
is from views like theſe, that we eſtimate that ſtupendous 
cvent, the Revolution which we this day commemorate; 
not from accidental irregularities, which, while we condemn 
them, we are compelled to pity, as feeling that they may 
ſpring not merely from any ſpirit of licentiouſneſs, but 
from a ſenſe of injury working on a ſanguine people, {till 
galled with the recollection of recent tyranny and oppreſ- 
ſion, and jealous of liberty, but juſt recovered, and ſcarce» 
jy yet ſecure. 

SuchSare our ſentiments on the ſubje& of the French 
Revolution. — We come now to the ſtate of cur own. 
country. 

Impreſſed as we are with a deep ſenſe of the excel- 
lence of our Conſtitution, as it exiſts in theory, we re- 
joice that we are not, like our brethren in France, reduc- 
ed to the hard neceſſity of tearing up inveterate abuſe by 
the roots, even where utility was ſo intermixed as not to 
admit of ſeparation. Ours is an eafiex, and a leſs unplea- 
ling taſk ; to remove with a ſteady and a temperate reſo- 
lution, the abuſes which the lapſe of many years inatten * 
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2 tion and ſupineneſs in the great body of the people, and 


unremitting vigilance in their rulers to invade and plunder 
them of their rights, have ſuffered to overgrow and to de- 
form that beautiful ſyſtem of goverament, ſo admirably 


ſuited to our ſituation, our habits and our wiſhes, We 
5 have not to innovate, but to reſtore. The juſt preroga · 


dire of our Monarch we will reſpect, and will maintain. 


The conſtitutional power of the Peers of the realm we 
> wiſh not to invade We know that in the exerciſe of 
of both, abuſes have grown up; but we alſo know that 
theſe abuſes will be at once corre cted, ſo as never again to 
* recur, by reſtoring to us the people, what we, for our- 
1 ſelves, demand cs our right, our due weight and influence 
in that eſtate, which is our property, the Repreſentation 


of the people in Parliament. | 


Thoroughly impreſſed with the unjuſt and ruinous ine- 


equality of that repreſentation, with the conſequent corrup- 


tion, which pervades all ranks in the ſtate; with the de- 
ſtruction of the morals, the ſacrifice of the commerce, 
and the hourly and imminent danger to the liberty of our 
country, we will inflexibly perſevere in the purſuit of that 
great remedy for all our political evils, a Parliamentary 
+ Reform: a reform temperate, equal and juſt, which ſhalf 
'* reſtore luſtre to the Crown, dignity to the peerage, and 
1 their due weight and influence to the people of Ireland. 

But while we thus ſtate our ſentiments on the ſubject 
of reform, we feel it incumbent upon us to declare, as we 


* row do, that no reform, were even ſuch attainable, would 


; anſwer our ideas of utility and juſtice, which ſhould not 


2 equally include all ſets and denominations of Iriſhmen. 


We reprobate and abhor the idea, that political inequality 
+ ſhould reſult from religious opinions; and we ſhould be a- 
ſhamed, at the moment when we are ſeeking for liberty 


.* ovrſelves, to acquieſce in any ſyſtem founded on the flaye- 


ry of others. | | 
We have now declared our ſentiments to the world. In 
* declaring them we ſpurn, with equal diſdain, reſtraint, whe- 


1 ther proceeding from a mob or a monarch, from a riot or a 


þ proclamation, We look with a mixture of abomination and 
5 ar. 
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contempt on the tranſactions, which, on the laſt anniver- 
ſary of the French Revolution, degraded the national 
character of England; when neither the learning. the: pi · 
ety, the public ſpirit, nor the private virtue of a Prieſtiy 
could protect him from the ſavage fury of the vileſt of an 
ignorant and a bigotted rable, by whem the religion of the 
country has been diſhonoured, the name of the ſovereign 
inſulted, and all law and order levelled in the dult, to the 
diſgrace, not leſs of the integrity of the magiſtrates who 


were the fomenters, than of the ſpirit of the people, whe | 


were timid witneſſes of the ravage and deſtruction. As 
little ſhould we refpe any attempt, under colour of au- 


thority, to fettec down our minds, or prevent the publica- 


tion of cur grit vances, and our determination to ſeek re- 


dreſs. In the purſuit of reform, that great meaſure in- 
diſpenſible to the freedom, the happineſs, and the glory 
of the Country, we will inflexibly perſevere, and for its 
atiainment, we will rely with confidence on the ſteadineſs, 
the public ſpirit and the zealous co operation of our coun- 


Mr. Joy ſaid, there was one clauſe in it which could I 
not reccive his approbation : the clauſe he alluled to, was 
that which expreſſes the propriety of including Iriſnmen 
of every religious perſuaſion in reſorm; this, he ſaid, 
embiaced th: Catholic queſtion, and tended to the im- 
medtate emæncipation of that body; an emancipation, for 
which, be ſaid, they were not yet prepared. He thought 
the members of that community, were by no means capa- 
ble of liberty, ard therefore thought it raſh and dangerous 
to emancipate them at preſent, though he hoped to ſee the 
day when it could be done with ſatety.— He moved an a- 


mendment, tae ſpirit of which was, to introduce the word 
graduai into the paragraph. 
Captain Cunningham ſeconded the motion, 
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A debate of a conſiderable length took place, in which 


the addreſs as it ſtood originally, was warmly ſupported ? 


by the Revd. 8 ' Kelbura, the Revd. I'. Birch, 
the Revd. Doctor Dickſon, Mr. Robt. Thomſon, Mr. 
Robt. Geity, bir, John Haſlett, Mr. 8. Neilſon, Mr. 
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1 tived by a very great majority, and then the queſtion Was 


put upon the original Addreſs, as propoſed by Mr. Sig- 
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may it be permanent. 
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| camien, and Doctor Callwell of Magherafelt, . The a» 


| mendment was ſupported by. Counſellor Stewart ad Mr. 


On the queſtion being put, the amendment was nega» 


clair, and agreed to unanimouſly. 


It was then moved by Mr. Thomſen, and ſeconded by 


Mr White, that the Addreſs to the National Aſſembly 


—— 


ſhould be tranſmitted by the Preſident of the Meeting to 
the Preſident of the Aﬀembly. Agreed to unanimouſly. 

Mr. Sinclair moved, that the proceedings of the day 
{ ſhould be publiſhed, this was ſeconded by Mr. Getty, and 


agreed to unanimouſly, 


The Preſident having left the chair, and Mr. Sinclair 


being called to it; it was unanmouily 


Reſolved, that the warmeſt thanks of the Meeting are 
cue to the Prefident, for his very great propriety and con- 
duct in the Chair, and for his ready and obliging compli» 


ance with the requeſt of the Volunteers, to review them, 
and to preſide on the occaſion. 


CELEBRATION BANQUET. 
When the buſineſs at the Hall was finiſhed, tlie compa- 


; | ry retired to dinner at the Donegall-Arms, where an ele- 
gant Entertainment was provided. The general did the 
bonours of the table, with that eaſe and grac2 which diſ- 
1 tinguiſhes the man of ſenſe and the polite gentleman. The 


greateſt harmony and good humour prevailed throughout 


the whole company. The following toalts, ſeveral of 


# which were illuſtrated in a very perſpicuous manner by the 
Chairman, were given, 


Tae FourTEENTH or JuLy, 1789. 
The King of Ireland, Che Conſtitution of France, 
The Conſtituting Aſſembly of 
France, — may wiſdom, ſpirit, and deciſion direct its 
councils.— The French Army; may an ardent love of 
their country be held paramount to every other duty in the 
Character of a a olaien e the glorious ne 
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France teach the Governments of the Earth wiſdom. -—— | 
May the example of one Revolution prevent the neceſſity 
of others. — Laſting freedom and property to the united 
ſtates of America. —— The people of Poland, and ſucceſs $ 
to their Arms. — The Rights of Man, may all nation; * 
have wiſdom to underſtand, and ſpirit to aſſert them — F 
May all Governments be thoſe of the laws, and al} laws 
thoſe of the people. — May the free nations of the world 
vie with each other in promoting Liberty, Peace, Virtue, 3 
and Happineſs among men. The increaſed, increaſing 3 
and ſacred flame of Liberty. Ireland. The union 
of Iriſnmen.— The Sovereignty of the people, acting by a? 
Juſt and equal repreſentation.— The Liberty of the Preſs. 
he Volunteers of Ireland, and their revered Gene 
ral, Earl of Chariemont, —— The Conſtitutional Societies“ 
of Great Britain and Ireland, The Society for the 
Abolition of the Slave Trade. Preſident Waſhington, 
— Staniſlaus Auguſtus, may bis example be imitated.— 
Mr. Paine, may perverted eloquence, ever find ſo able an WF 
oppoſer. Mr. Fox and the rights of Juries, ia. ſub - 
ſtance as well as form. Mr. Grattan and the minority MF 
of the iriſh Houſe of Commons. The Literary Cha - 
racters, who have vindicated the Rights of Man, and may "R$ 
genius ever be employed in the cauſe of freedom. — The 
memory of John 1.ocke.—— The memory of William 
Molyneux. The memory of Dr. Franklin, — The 
memory of Mirabeau. The memory of Dr. Price. 


The following toaſts received the moſt marked 
approbation. . 

Confuſion to the enemies of French Liberty, (with * 
three times three) May the glorious Revolution cf 1 
France teach the Governments of the Earth wiſdom, 
(three and ſix) — Unanimity to Iriſhmen, without whic) ? 
we can never be free, added by the Preſident, (three and 
nine, with hands praſped ) Preſident Waſhington, 9 
(three and nine). — Staniflaus Auguſtns, (three and 
nine). Mr. Fox and the rights of Juries, {three and / 
line, —— The General, (after he left the room) three 
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ment to his health, 
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umes three. Colonel Sharman, a ſpeedy re-eftabliſh- 
(three times three ). —— Colonel 
NM. Manus, long life to him, (three times three.) 


SONG. 


IN COMMEMORATION 


OF THE 


FRENCH REVOLUTION. 


GALLTA burſt her vile ſhackles on this glorious day, 


And we dare to applaud the great deed ; 


We dare to exult in a T'yrant's loſt ſway, 


And rejoice that a Nation 1s freed ; 


Tor this we aſſemble, regardleſs, of thoſe. 


Who wilh to enſlave the free Mind: 
may Our foes, we are conſcious, are Liberty? 8 foes, 
And our friends, are the friends of Mankind. 


BY il] Angels &er lean from the manſions above, 
The affairs of our Planet to ſcan, 


with! 


dom, 
phich } 
> and 3 
gton, 

and 


and 


hree 


f 


3 They could not this wondrous event but approve 


As the nobleſt exertion of Man, 


An exertion which bids ſervile Nations ariſe, 


And enjoy what the Deity. gave. 
Jn a To be free is a duty man owes the All wiſe, 
And he ſias, who is tamely a ſlaves 


pprefiion's dark vapours had ſhrouded the land, 
And the Image of Col was defac'd ; 


Jan rx and cronch'd at bis Lordling- 8 command, 
| An MN dne 


Hot which had ſpmn'd him embrac'd; 


* 


But at length the horizon, by Learning's bright rays, 
And Columbia's ſtrong tempeſt was clear'd, 

Light pour'd o'er the Nation in one brilliant blaze, 
Man ſaw—and his chains diſappear'd. 


Where millions of bayonets ſhield her from harm 
*Mong our Neighbours, now Liberty dwells : 

She ſmiles unappall'd, at each foreign alarm, 
And her ſmile. all that's gloomy diſpels. 

On the rock of Man's right, ſhe a fortreſs has plann'd, 
Which through many a bright age ſhall endure, 

Like a Crag *midit the waves undiſturb'd ſhall it ſtand, 
And preſerve Heaven's bleſfing ſecure. 


With electrical force, thro? the nations around, 

| Her hire may dear liberty dart; 
*Mong the Sons of the North may its glow ſoon be found; 
May it warm each Iberian heart; 

*Croſs the huge ſnowy Alps, to a region once dear, 
May the ſoul lifting influence be hurl'd; 

May its radiance the whole Human family cheer 
And may LI 'yraats be baniſh'd the World, 


Brrrasr, July I4th, 1792. 


1 


